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28 9  High  Street, 

High  Wycombe, 
Bucks. 

August,  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Marlow  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1953?  during  the  major  portion  of  which  Dr  Bummer  was 

your  Medical  Officer* 

The  most  pleasing  feature  of  the  Vital  Statistics  is  the 
low  infantile  mortality  rate.  Out  of  120  live  births  there 
was  only  one  death  of  an  infant  under  one  year  of  age.  This 
gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  8.3  par  thousand  live 
births.  Where  the  total  number  of  births  in  a  year  is  small, 
one  is  apt  to  get  wide  variations  in  the  mortality  rate  from 
year  to  year  and  in  districts  with  a  small  population  it  is 
much  better  to  average  the  rate  over  a  five  year  period  so 
that  by  dealing  with  larger  numbers  there  is  a  better  chance 
of  obtaining  an  average  which  is  comparable  with  similar  periods 
in  the  past.  Dr  Dummer  in  his  report  last  year  had  more  or  less 
the  same  comment  to  make  when  referring  to  the  high  infantile 
mortality  rate  in  1952.  Provided  that  it  is  understood  that  the 
figure  may  fluctuate  considerably  in  any  year  it  is  very  grati¬ 
fying  to  record  such  a  low  rate.  The  corresponding  rja te  for 
England  and  Wales  was  26.8* 


<U3» 


There  was  an  increase  of  11  in  the  total  births,  there 
being  120  as  against  109  in  the  previous  year*  The  birth  rate 
for  Marlow  was  18*4  per  thousand  compared  with  a  rate  of  15«5 

for  England  and  Wales  * 

Deaths  during  the  year  numbered  61 *  Of  this  number  26 
were  accounted  for  by  diseases  of  the  heart  and  14  by  cancer 
both  of  which ?  generally  speaking f  are  conditions  met  with  in 
old  age  and  in  a  population  where  the  expectation  of  life  has 
increased  one  cannot  at  the  present  time  anticipate  that  the 
proportion  of  deaths  from  these  cases  will  become  less*  The 
local  death  rate  was  9*3  per  1*000  compared  with  11*4  per  1*000 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole* 

During  the  year  no  infectious  disease  was  unduly  prevalent 
there  being  only  39  notifications  in  all  -  Measles  accounted  for 
17  and  Whooping  Gough  for  11  of  these*  There  was  one  case  of 

Poliomyelitis*  Hone  of  the  39  cases  proved  fatal* 

There  were  4  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
and  deaths  from  this  disease  were  2  in  number*  During  the  past 
few  years  great  advances  have  been  made  in  the  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  and  many  cases  are  now  successfully  treated  who 
formerly  would  have  died*  With  improvement  in  nutrition  and  in 
social  conditions  allied  to  earlier  diagnosis  and  more  efficient 
treatment  one  hopes  that  tuberculosis  mortality  will  be  still 


further  reduced* 


I  have  drawn  attention  to  the  salient  features  of  the 
Statistics  and  in  conclusion  I  should  like  to  acknowledge  the 
help  and  advice  I  have  received  from  Mr  Jackson  and  his  staff 
since  my  appointment « 


Ac Jm  MUIR 


Medical  Officer  of  Health* 
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EXTRACT  PROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1953 . 
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INFANT  MORTALITY „ 
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This  represents  a  mortality  rate  of  6o3  per  1 9000 
related  births ,  compared  with  2608  as  a  general  figure  for 
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BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 
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IMMUNISATION  AG-A  INST.  'DIP  ETHER  I A  o 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  (and,  where  desirable 5, 
whooping-cough)  continues  t-c  be  c  arried  out  in  schools  and  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centre*,  in  yow  District**  by  arrangements  made 
with  the  Bucks  County  Council 0  It  la  also  optional  for  all, 
persons  to  choose  to  have  this  service  performed  by  their 
elected  doctor  under  the  Nations  Health  Service  Act  (19)4.6)© 
Completed  record  cards  are  now  regrirol  to  be  returned  to  the 
County  Health  Department  by  all  services©  Completed  courses 
of  immunisation  (including  AoPaT»  and  combined  diphtheria- 
pertussis  vaccine)  amounted  to  97  for  the  year  1953®  This 
figure  is  based  on  .the  returns  received  in  the  County  Health 
Department  during  the  year© 


AMBULANCE,.  SERVICES, 

The  Ambulance  arrangements  for  year*  District  $  made  under 
proposals  submitted  by  the  County  Council  in  accordance  with 
Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  (1946)  and 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  are  continuing  to  give 

satisfactory  service © 


HOSPXTALSo 

The  available  Hospitals  in  the  District  are  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Hospitals;  The  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital 9  Reading; 
and  the  King  Edwards  YII  Hospital  ^  Windsor©  In  addition** 
there  is  the  Marlow  Cottage  Hospital© 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 0 
Section  47  -  No  formal  action 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES,, 

The  laboratory  facilities  of  the  public  Heal t h  Laboratory, 
Walton  Street  *  Oxford,  are  available  for  all  inves oigat ions 
carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  Council*  Arrangements  are  made 
direct  with  the  Laboratory  for  the  transport  of  material* 

Use  has  also  been  made  of  the  Camberwell  Research  Laboratories* 


WATER  SUPPLIES* 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  comes  from  deep  wells 
owned  by  the  Marlow  Water  0ompany0  The  supply  is  adequate 
and  samples  are  taken  regularly  for  bacteriological  examination 
Results  of  a  yearns  analyses  were  given  in  the  report  for  1952* 
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REPORT  OP  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  SURVEYOR 


Council  Offices, 
Court  Garden, 
Marlow* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Marlow  Urban  District  Council* 


Mr  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  1953  for 
inclusion  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healtho 

The  support  and  confidence  the  Council  have  given  to  me 
and  the  readiness  and  efficiency  of  my  staff  to  deal  with  all 
daily  problems,  are  of  the  utmost  importance  to  efficient 
public  health  and  other  local  government  administration,  and 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  them  for  their  ready 
co-operation  and  work® 

I  also  wish  to  thank  the  Medical  Officer  for  his  advice 
and  support  and  also  the  Clerk  and  Financial  Officer  for  their 
co-operation  in  many  matters* 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Thomas  H*  Jackson* 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector® 
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GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Nature  of  visit* 
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HOUSING. 


Number*  of 
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Inspected.  visits." 

Public  Health  Act  1936....*  54  73 

Housing  Act  1 936° - . . ****** .  6  8 
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SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 


Formal  Notices 
Ac  t  o 

Public  Health  Act  1936 
Section  93 
Section  138.* 
Section  277- - 

Housing  Aet» 

Section  11... 
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Food  &  Drugs  Act  1938: 
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Factories  Act  1937s 


Section  7° . 
Section  34. . . . 
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Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations . 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 


Section  4 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act: 


Section  4 
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MINISTRY  OP  FOOD  SLAUGHTERHOUSE  * 


This  slaughterhouse  has  continued  during  the  year  at  mostly 
peak  kills ,  and  the  sanitary  improvements  carried  out  late  last 
year  have  produced  a  marked  difference  in  hygiene  standards  * 

It  is  impossible  to  obtain  satisfactory  results  in  this  direction 
with  the  buildings  sited  as  they  are  within  50  yards  of  a 
classified  road  in  the  centre  of  the  town  and  less  than  10ft 
from  buildings  used  for  human  habitation  and  food  preparing 
premiseso  Lairage  is  poor  for  the  number  of  animals  dealt  with* 

The  maximum  numbers  allowed  to  be  killed  at  this  slaughter¬ 
house  makes  efficient  meat  inspection  very  difficult  and  it  is 
almost  impossible  during  peak  kills  to  prevent  contamination  of 
hanging  bodies  from  gut  and  stomach  eontento  With  all  these 
difficulties  *  the  Ministry  of  Pood  staff  and  the  slaughtering 
contractor  have  co-operated  with  me  as  far  as  they  have  been 
able* 


MEAT  INSPECTION, 


The  total  of  meat  inspected  and  condemned  represents  the 
numbers  dealt  with  by  your  meat  inspectors  at  the  Ministry  of 
Pood  Slaughterhouse  and  was  a  reduction  in  the  numbers  of  cattle 
dealt  with  of  approximately  15  per  cent  due  to  the  welcome 
assistance  given  by  the  meat  inspectors  from  Wycombe  Rural 
District  Council  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  The 
numbers  of  sheep  and  lambs  are  approximately  the  same  and  the 
number  of  pigs  rose  from  57  to  350 ,  and  the  amount  of  work  in 
this  connection  represents  approximately  one-sixth  of  one 
inspector’ s  time© 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  cattle,  excluding  calves, 
shows  a  rise  of  20 20  per  cent  and  a  reduction  in  cows  of  1e95 
per  cento  It  is  not  possible  from  these  figures  to  assess  the 
extent  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  surrounding  districts  as  to  this 
slaughterhouse  cattle  are  directed  from  various  parts  of  the 
country o 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
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These  figures  represent  a  total  carcass  weight  condemned  of 
24lbs.  and  weight  of  offal  3  tons  3  cwtc  48  lbs  * 


SUMMARY  OP  INSPECTIONS  -  POOD  PREMISES. 


Type  of  premises 


Dairies  0 • « 

Milk  Distributors 
Butchers  shops 
Preserved  food  premises 
Bakehouses..  . 


O  o  ©  <3>  O  O  OOOOOOOOO  3  0*00 


<>0000*0000000 


5>000000000<»©0  000 


0  0*0030 


3  0  0  0  0*  00003000000 


Food  stores  including* 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 
Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 
Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers 
Ice-cream  premises... 
Restaurants 
Slaughterhouse. .  . 


oooooooooo 


0»0©0©0<&000®0©©*>®©00 


a  0003000000*00 


Number  in 

District . 

2 
4 
7 

12 
2 


37 

18 

12 

1 


inspections. 

11 

23 

23 

8* 


■  15 
16 
255 


FACTORIES  BTC. 


Factories 

(  3?  o  w  e  r  y«o*®»oo  oooo.oo 

30 

1+1 

u 

(Non-power)  0 « <,  • 

5 

8 

Shops. * . o o 

OQOC0OOOO  00*0  0  0030  «•  30 

1  22 

80 

Following  routine  inspections,  an  improvement  has  been  noted 
in  all  food  premises  in  the  district.  Routine  cleansing  has  been 
done  and  repairs  carried  out  as  necessary  or  required. 


MILK  SUPPLIES. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  regularly  made  to  f ive  liU®  dis¬ 
tributors  and  two  dairies  in  the  district^  and  it  appears  fch&t  the 
improvementscarr led  out  last  year  have  produced  a  continuance  of 
reasonable  standards  of  modern  dairy  methods0 


OTHER  FOODS o 

» j  —a——— i — — — — —a «■—  — — mto 

Thirty-four  condemnation  notes  were  issued  for  foodstuffs 
condemned,  which  mainly  related  to  canned  foods. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  HOUSE  DRAINAGE . 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS, 

. .  I  ■  im r ■  —imi  mi  g-na.ni  cmmi  i  ■■■•■cn— — cm 

The  reference  in  the  1952  report  to  an  application  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  loan  sanction  to 
reconstruct  and  improve  these  works  has  now  been  approved  and 
instructions  have  been  given  to  the  Consulting  Engineers  to 
prepare  final  Bills  of  Quantities  and  to  advertise  for  tenders. 
The  condition  of  the  primary  filters  is  rapidly  deteriorating 
and  they  require  urgent  attention  as  soon  as  the  contract  is 
agreed*  as  at  the  present  time  their  walls  are  bulged  and 
defective  and  have  been  shored  up  to  prevent  total  collapse* 

Minimum  discharge  for  the  year  (150^1 *53)  -  155*400  galls* 
Maximum  "  "  '•  "  (19o5*53)  -  408,400  " 


SEWERS  AND  HOUSE  DRAINAGE, 

Regular  inspections  and  examination  of  sewer  lengths  and 
house  drainage  connections  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year 
so  that  each  sewer  length  between  manholes  has  been  inspected  at 
least  once  in  the  twelve  months*  Where  necessary,  silt  and 
accumulation  have  been  removed*  manhole  frames  re-sited  etc., 
and  these  efforts  appear  to  have  reduced  the  numbers  of  normal 
sewer  blockages*  It  is  my  intention  to  carry  on  with  this  work, 
and  next  year  it  will  be  supervised  by  a  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  obvious  entry  to  the  sewage  system  of  surface 
water  or  other  illegal  access  will  be  efficiently  and  gradually 
traced  and  removed* 


RAINFALL o 


The  rainfall  total  for  1953  are  as  follows s- 


January . 
February 
March. . * 
April  *  *  * 
May  o  o  o  o  ® 


©  o 


o  o 


OOOOOOOO  9 

0  0  0  0*00  eo 

000090000 

OOOOOQOO  O 

000*00000 


*  o  o  o  c 


o  o  o  o  o  o  o 


0*0*0 


June . o 
July 
August 
September*  * 
October* . * . 
November  *  * . 
December. . . 


QOOOOOOOOOO 

©©00*000000 

O  o  o  oooooooo 

ooooooooooo 

*.*#o*«0000 

0 

•  0000*00900 

00*000000*0 


0.87  inches 
1 .686  " 
0.49  " 

1.80  " 

2,02  " 

1 . 78  " 
3.184  " 

1.735  " 

1,825  " 

1.89  " 

1.84  " 

0.54  " 


The  highest  daily  rainfall  in  one  day  was  on  the  12th  July 
and  2nd  November,  with  1.04  inches  each. 


CTO 
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FACTORIES  ,9  WORK-PLACES  AND  SHOPS 0 

All  power  and  non-power  factories  hare  been  inspected  and 
minor  faults  remediedo 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  AND  BUILDING  B:£ELAWS0 


Seventy- three  plans  deposited  for  approval  under  the 
Council ?s  Building  Byelaws  were  dealt  with*,  the  sites  and  con¬ 
struction  of  the  properties  inspected,  sewer  connections  and 
drainage  work  supervised  and  tested*  All  coutplaints  have  been 
investigated *  and  when  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  or  other  Acts  they  have  been  suitably  dealt  with, 
and  the  Sanitary  inspectors  record  and  diary  completed* 


Eighty-eight  applications  under  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act  1947  were  dealt  with  and  maps  and  records  have 
been  kept  up  to  dates 


Approved. *  * . 


OOO4»G>€>©Q£>0 


Conditionally  approved* « <>  0  *  0  •  58 


Refused*  *  * 


9 


Withdrawn » 


OOOOOOOOOO0© 


6 


A  great  deal  of  ground  work  has  been  carried  out  with  the 
developers  of  a  proposed  estate  of  104  houses,  together  with 
roads,  sewers,  layout  and  ancillary  works,  on  a  site  of  approxi 
mately  20  acres  to  the  east  side  of  Loci  Road® 

Twenty-eight  private  houses  have  been  completed  during  fee 

year® 


RODENT  CONTROL® 

The  following  table  shows  the  degree  of  infestation  in 
the  area*  The  work  of  the  rodent  operator  has  been  controlled 
and  suitable  records  have  been  kept*  His  work  has  been  keen 
and  satisfactory* 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AMD  DISPOSAL. 

*.  w--  ■■  m M-UarrMWAmt -vy Tin  »■>!  | |»«»u.i  .auumr  — >— «fr;»fr 


( a )  Collect  iorio 

The  collection  of  refuse  has  continued  during  the  year  in 
a  satisfactory  manner  and  it  has  still  been  possible  to  maintain 
a  house-to-house  collection 9  but  it  must  be  reported  that  by  the 
end  of  the  year*  with  the  increasing  completion  of  new  private 
and  council  houses  *  the  limit  has  nearly  been  reached  to  the  out 
put  of  one  vehicle  and  one  gang*,  Looking  forward  over  1 954/5 > 
with  a  further  250  to  300  houses  requiring  this  service ,  it  is 
likely  that  an  increase  in  labour  and  vehicles  will  be  required 
as  an  alternative  to  a  kerb  side  collection* 

(b)  Disposals 


Disposal  of  refuse  has  been  carried  out  by  controlled 
tipping  on  land  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  a  disused 
gravel  pit  in  the  Hanging  Hill  allotments ?  and  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  find  suitable  sites  within  the 
district  and  to  provide  suitable  covering  soil  at  an  economical 
cost*  and  a  further  report  to  the  Council  will  be  made  during 
next  year  in  this  connection « 

( c )  Salvage  Collections* 

The  following  figures  represent  salvage  collections  and 
receipts  for  the  year  which  follow  the  general  trend  of  a 
reduction  in  this  form  of  collection  and  the  market  prices  of 
materials 

Waste  caper oo„oo  7  tons  1  ewt*  2  qrs*  £26*  16*  3® 

Scrap  iron » *  o  o  o  o  *  2  tf  1 2  ,f  2  !J  .  £10*  18®  ^0® 


COUNCIL  HOUSES* 

(a)  Construction  and  sites* 

It  has  been  decided  that  the  architectural  and  engineering  ; 
duties  in  connection  with  planning*  layout*  construction  of  road 
and  sewers*  together  with  house  design  and  details*  should  come j 
within  the  responsibility  of  my  department*  to  commence  as  from 
1st  April*  1954®  It  has  also  been  arranged  that  architectural 
and  clerk  of  works  assistance  will  be  provided  to  assist  me  in 
these  duties* 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES-  (contd) 

( b )  Maintenance  supervision  of  Council  HousesQ 

Routine  inspections  have  been  carried  out  and  a  complete 
survey  of  all  Council  Houses  has  been  completed  and  a  report  on 
the  general  standard  of  amenities 9  together  with  recommendations 
for  improvements  to  pre-war  houses  will  be  made  in  the  new  year* 

External  painting  works  are  being  carried  out  by  the 
Council’s  staff  and  20  of  the  first  houses  built  by  the  Council 
in  1922  have  been  stripped  and  re-rendered  externally,.  Further 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  boundary  fences  by  the 
installation  of  concrete  posts  and  chain-link  fencing* 

Thirty-five  changes  of  tenancy  resulted  in  partial  or 
complete  internal  re-decoration  and  was  carried  out  by  the 
Council’s  staffo 

Forty-eight  new  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year. 


HIGHWAYS . 

Mill-  ■■■Ml  *mi  ■■  .tirii  ■■  nww«c. 

A  complete  survey  of  all  the  highways  in  the  district  has 
been  made*  together  with  public  footpaths  and  bridle-ways,  and 
suitable  maps  and  records  have  been  prepared® 

As  a  result  of  insufficient  funds  for  a  great  amount  of 
major  work*  normal  maintenance  and  repairs  have  been  carried 
out  to  footpaths  and  carriageways,  together  with  one  major  item  * 
of  retread  works  to  the  extent  of  approximately  3*600  square 
yards  in  Newtown  Road* 


VEHICLE  MAINTENANCE * 

Daily*  weekly  and  monthly  maintenance  to  vehicles  is 
carried  out  and  suitable  records  are  kept® 
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DEPOT  AND  STORES o 

Works  of  minor  improvement  with  available  funds  have  been 
carried  out  to  the  garages  and  storage  accommodation  at  the 
Councils  Depot* 


STREET  LIGHT INGo 

During  the  year  8  new  lighting  points  have  been  installed 
and  the  existing  60  watt  lamps  have  been  renewed  with  100  watt 

lamps o 


ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)  Attendance  at  Committee  and  Council  Meetings, 

Attendance  has  been  made  at  all  normal  and  emergency 
meetings  of  the  Council,  together  with  meetings  of  Standing  and 
other  Committees ,  which  during  the  year  have  totalled  6?  meetings, 
and  approximately  1 00  hours  spent  at  them* 

( b )  Staff * 

Mr  AoAo  Whiting,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  passed 
the  following  examination  during  the  years- 

May  1953  *  Examination  for  Associate  Membership 

of  the  Institute  of  Sanitary  Engineers* 


/ 


